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mLocal Families Create a Relaxing Poolside  
Experience in Their Own Backyard

Written by Heidi Grohs

any Sugar Land planned communities have excit-
ing neighborhood pools with beach entries, waterfall 
features, diving boards, and water slides. But instead of 

packing their bags and heading to their neighborhood pool, many 
families are choosing to bring that same fabulous atmosphere into 
their own backyard. The ideas are endless, and there are lots of 
things to consider in creating the best pool for your family.

A Design Fit for Your Sugar Land Family
Guy and Amy Lanier have never regretted their decision to have 
Pulliam Pools create a pool that provides a refreshing and enjoy-
able backyard environment. “The kids went in the water in March 
and have been swimming in it ever since,” Amy Lanier says. Chris 
Meier, president of Pulliam Pools, insists that space, affordabil-
ity, house design, utility easements, and focal points of the house 
and yard are all important things to considering when designing 
a pool. The growing trend is the freeform pool that blends and 
maximizes as much of the space available as possible. The beauti-
ful infinity or negative edge pools that re-circulate water that falls 
into a catch-basin for the appearance of continuous water flow are 
pricey, but worth it if you have a fantastic view. Jack Hopkins of 
Artisan Pools cautions homeowners to avoid this option if there 
is something, such as an iron fence, blocking the view. He recom-
mends them only if you have a clear view overlooking a skyline, 
lake, or forest. 

The hot tub is now a standard according to pool builders and lo-
cal realtors. They have noticed that many Sugar Land residents find 
it easier to market their house when they have a pool and a spa. The 
most common spa is the freeform design that matches the shape 
of the pool. Amy Lanier loves their spa. “We built a deep and large 

spa that the children swim in when the weather is colder.” The spa 
can be created using materials that blend well with the pool and 
landscaping. While in the design stage, don’t forget to think about 
a heated pool. Despite the warm weather in our area, a heated pool 
will increase the amount of use you get out of the pool throughout 
the year.

Recreate a Family Vacation
Many homeowners are inspired by resort-style pools like those 
found in the Texas Hill Country or Disney World. A return from a 
Caribbean beach can make them long for a beach-style pool. These 
effects can be recreated by using special finishes and features in 
your pool. Meier finds that the biggest trends are upgraded finishes 
on decking, water features, and the different types of plasters used. 
If you’re looking for a beachfront style, consider a zero entry, sun 
shelf, or sundeck. All three are great ways to provide a shallow end 
for infants and toddlers. 
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Hopkins, of Artisan Pools, suggests including options like rock 
slides, jump-rocks, waterfalls, and grottos to give the natural rock 
look for that resort-like effect. A feature that eliminates the need 
for a diving board is what Hopkins refers to as a deep plunge. Chil-
dren are finding it just as much fun to jump off a rock or ledge into 
a seven foot deep end of a pool, and it blends well with the popular 
trend of freeform pools. Seating within your pool, whether it’s a 
stool, step, or bench, can be a worthwhile investment. The Lanier 
family opted to put benches inside the pool for the parents who 
didn’t want to swim but still wanted to be close to their children in 
the water.

Family Friendly Technology
Technology has changed the pool cleaning experience. Automated 
pool cleaners and in-floor cleaning systems make the necessary 
maintenance effortless. Many families are moving from the harsh 
chemicals of chlorine systems to saltwater systems. The Lanier 
family has found their saltwater system to be much softer and com-
fortable on their skin. “The children are coming out of the pool 
cleaner than the bath,” says Amy Lanier. Her family has also found 
that goggles aren’t necessary. 

Finishing Touches for Your Sugar Land Pool
Many homeowners don’t limit their sights to the pool itself. The 
backyard retreat can also include gazebos, fire pits, and outdoor 
kitchens. Gazebos, pergolas, and cabanas provide that much 

Lanier family pool by Pulliam Pools

Spas and rock waterfalls are popular requests
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needed shade, and installing fans and lights help create the perfect 
ambiance for poolside dining or nighttime activities. Poolside fire 
pits are also a popular addition. Meier says that his company is 
constructing more fire pits poolside that are gas lit with lava rocks 
or wood, depending on the buyer’s preferences. By using the same 
materials in the pool’s construction, the fire pit enhances the ap-
pearance. Outdoor kitchens are also a great option for those who 
enjoy outdoor entertaining. If this option is out of your price range, 
consider setting aside a special area for your barbeque. Another 
refreshing idea to keep the family cool is to invest in a snow cone 
or a frozen drink machine. The kids can quench their thirst while 
sticking close to the pool.

There are many ways to boost the appearance of your backyard 
that don’t include a pool builder. The addition of furniture, potted 
plants, and landscaping can help set the right environment. Many 
families find creating several different seating areas for dining and 

The Fitzgerald Family Pool brings a resort atmosphere to the backyard.

Guy and Katy Lanier jump in with friends Trent and Trey Fuqua

The Collin’s family of Sweetwater  
added a beautiful covered area with columns and  

lounges with accent pillows to create this beautiful look

Pool by Sunset Pools
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lounging makes the outdoors feel like an extension of their home. 
Amy Lanier always has her phone, towels, and pool toys handy. 

Having storage for these items near your pool deck can make the 
ease of supervising your children much more relaxing. “I much 
prefer my children in the backyard instead of playing in front.” 

The Laniers found their pool building experience ran smoothly 
with a great pool company guiding them through all of the deci-
sions. When you’re ready to leap into the investment of a home 
pool, research the companies, and ask for advice from pool own-
ers. Then when you’re ready to plan, take a deep breathe, and jump 
in …feet first! SLM

HEIDI GROHS is the mother of three sons who enjoy spending time in  
the pool. She hopes to have her own resort-style pool in her backyard in  
the future.

Lanier Family Pool by Pulliam Pools Pool by Pulliam Pools

Rocks and landscaping really finish the look of this lagoon style pool

This wide beach entry is a popular trend –  
great for sunbathing or for the little ones to cool  
off with a parent by their side.  Pool by Pleasure Pools.
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